ROBESPIERRE
appeared, they were cheered.l)anton was there. Let us
contemplate him for a moment. He is of Herculean
built, with the shoulders of an Atlas. His bulldog
countenance is heavily jowled and ravaged by small-
pox. His gimlet eyes are almost hidden by the puffy
fulness of his cheeks. His hair is dark and shaggy, his
nose short and thick, his lips full and sensuous. When
he speaks he makes violent, sweeping gestures. His
voice is deep, resonant and seems to be capable of
unlimited expansion. He could make the windows
rattle—ay, the very building vibrate—were he to turn
himself loose. Although capable of great flights of
eloquence, his language is frequently coarse. Barere
—while not an unprejudiced witness—says that the
Halles might have envied his mode of expression at
popular gatherings.\
(French historians differ about Danton. Some regard
him as the greatest figure of the Revolution; others, as
the most sinister. The battle between the Dantonists
and the Robespierrists is not yet over, but the latter
may be said to be gaining ground rapidly. The Robes-
pierrists accuse Danton of having been in the pay of
the court; of bearing a heavy responsibility for the
September massacres; of having been dishonest in the
administration of public funds; of having conspired
with Dumouriez; of having been guilty of looting in
Belgium; of trying to obtain several millions from the
Spanish ambassador and the British Foreign Office
with which to save the King; of having been in the pay
of the British Foreign Office as agent provocateur!
The author has read practically all the evidence and
has arrived at the following conclusion: The first
charge may be said to be definitely proved, although the
nature of the services rendered by Danton is in doubt.
Some, like Aulard, claim that he gave nothing in return
106

